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THE CHARLOTTE CONFERENCE ON Moving Urban America was
the seventh in a series of landmark conferences held since the late 1950s
to anticipate and document major changes in urban transportation
planning in the United States. The conference was convened soon after
major changes in urban transportation planning, funding categories,
and decision making had been authorized by the Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA), which incorporated
certain requirements of the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990
(CAAA). The 150 conference participants represented a broad cross
section of metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs), private
groups, and federal, state, and local governments.

Conference participants shared a tremendous feeling of optimism
and empowerment that differed remarkably from that of 10 years ago,
when the last in this series of conferences was held. The incrementalism
and severely limited view of what was possible then has given way to
excitement in the field and many new possibilities and options. This
new enthusiasm is promoted by ISTEA's substantial and flexible fund-
ing, its new programs, the possibilities offered by such new transporta-
tion technologies as intelligent vehicle-highway systems (IVHS), and
the emphasis of ISTEA and CAAA on quality-of-life issues. These are
good times to be moving urban America.